Differential vasopressin and oxytocin innervation of the human parabrachial nucleus: no changes in Alzheimer's disease.
The distribution of vasopressin and oxytocin immunoreactive fibers was examined in the pontine parabrachial nucleus of the human brain using purified polyclonal antibodies. The results revealed a striking predominance of vasopressin in this brain region. No obvious density difference, either in vasopressin or in oxytocin innervation, was found between Alzheimer's disease patients and matched controls. The present study corroborates other reports that suggest that in Alzheimer's disease the vasopressin innervation in the caudal part of the human brain is not affected.